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Dilavardisa Davituliani

Academic Doctor of Economics, Associate professor,

Tutor at the Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State
University;

Lili Kochlamazashvili

Academic Doctor of Economics, Associate professor,

lvane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University

CULINARY (GASTRONOMIC) TOURISM IN GEORGIA

Among many directions of tourism, culinary, same as
gastronomic tourism, has recently attracted special attention. In
general, the art of cooking is one of the ancient fields of mankind.
Nothing describes the culture and character of a nation better than
its cuisine;

Currently, culinary tourism is one of the dynamic directions
of tourism and the interests of tourists in this regard are growing day
by day. Also important fact is that culinary tours are not seasonal and
can be arranged at any time, or can be conceding with any festival,
national holidays or celebrations;

High quality national cuisine is a determining factor in the
popularity and effectiveness of culinary tourism, especially since
food and drink are the primary components for any tourist during the
trip, exclusively when the tour is about national cuisine;

« Culinary tourism is a relatively new direction in Georgia. It
can be developed well and become a leading source of income for the
country, as long as Georgia has great potential for this. It is indeed
“the Garden of 98 Eden”, but its development has many obstructions;

The main problem of our restaurant cuisine is that it does not
develop, and instead of restoring good old traditions and even daring
to experiment, is frozen on one place;

A number of activities are necessary for the development of
culinary tourism, in particular:

- Active involvement of the state and government in regulating
these processes;

- Formation of culinary tourism routes, for which, first of all,
different types of references, guides, and cartographic data are
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needed, that should be tailored to the needs of tourists;

- Culinary education, which is on the low level in our country.
The service staff doesn’t have an elementary education about
Georgian cuisine, due to which we can’t provide necessary
information to tourist;

« It’sveryimportant to promote our country, popularize culinary
tourism, providing information about our national cuisine to potential
tourists. It’s vital to create an environment that will not only attract
tourists, but also give them great experience and impressions, which
obviously will be great promotion for the successful tourism activities
of the country.
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