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ANIMATED FILMS MADE BY ,ROTOSCOPE*

Summary

Keywords: Filmmaking, The Fleischer brothers, Animation, ,Rotoscope”,
Film equipment.

During the silent film years, the Fleischer brothers excelled in
animated technological innovations and also connected surprisingly
meaningful and fantastic metaphors in their films. Max Fleischer’s
first job was at the “Brooklyn Daily Eagle”, where he rose to
prominence, working tirelessly, eagerly pursuing new endeavors,
and seeking advice from everyone. He believed that he would create
something that would greatly change not only his own history, but
also the history of the entire animation industry.

Animated films were not a rare occurrence at the time, but given
their quality, they looked rather mediocre. However, Max found a
way to do realistic animation. The first thing he did was to put the
movements of real actors on paper. The invention worked like this:
he filmed real actors, the film was projected onto glass one frame
at a time, and the actors were redrawn as cartoons onto a sheet of
paper. From the very first attempt, when Max saw the desired result,
he realized that this invention would make the animation much better
and become immensely popular.

Max’s brother Dave put on a black and white clown costume
and performed a few movements in front of the camera, after which
a long process of shot-by-shot re-drawing and shooting began.
While working, it turned out that Max’s camera shutter could not
take a shot and switch to a second shot because it did not have a
shutter function, so everything had to be set manually, removing the
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cover from the camera lens and then recovering it. So appeared the
“Rotoscope”, a new animation technique.

Fleischer really wanted someone to be interested in his
invention and animation, so he went to different studios to pitch
his “Rotoscope.” However, he met John Bray in a chance meeting.
Bray owned patented technology for making animated films. He used
celluloid tape instead of sheets of paper, which greatly sped up the
process. It was no longer necessary to draw a stationary background
each time. Bray appreciated Fleischer’s invention and signed an
exclusive contract to use his technology.

After some time, Bray and Fleischer split up, and Fleischer set up
a studio he called “Out of the Inkwell”, which soon became one of the
most important and largest studios in America, with the Rotoscope
being the hallmark of Fleischer’s animations. The studio created an
animation series, “Out of the Inkwell,” whose main character was
Koko the Clown. It was immensely popular with the movie-going
crowds after it first appeared on the screen in 1919, and animated
films created with the “Rotoscope” soon swept the nation.
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