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30, (Lo 3g300 Jotrmnmo gghfgcs o 0339mgds dobo gobgomamg-
30l (h9bogbrogdo.

893m dgmmgdo, baggtmbgzmol 893m dgommgdals gamgbos
30bgols o sg3boal Bmbsggmmds 036 00l33mdmols odabgdes
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893m dgomemgdol gaamgbools 893m dgommgdal dmbsdgmmos,
bgo bsgghmbgzmobigb Lbogodmggmmb g3maboal poogds”

3000 Babmb g3magbos, 3000 Babmb g3magbos,
»Bogobrmzggmmb gamabool oogdy”, ,Bdgobrmzggmmb gamabool oogds“
©dhowo
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. mbggedzomo, XX bomgnbols 70-90-0560 Fangdol bogzmgbom dbspa-
™0l Brmgoghomo hybogbgogdo, XX baganbol bgenmgbgds, bsbgmma-
bgdm 3trmgbgdo 1960-2000, me., 2013, ag. 334-337.

bogetrmggmmb be3sbmbdogdmm Jogby, bodstmzgmml
bobgmaFogmgdtrngo edm30Egdmmdnl smoagbols sgmo. ob.:

https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/32362?publication=0 bobsbos
29.05.2021.

®00gobol 3g3m dgommgdol dogbmgmols dmdals podemo,
beBmasEMOE0g-Ergmoga®o 0bhytbyhrndbomo ,83d0mbo“ - hitp://
www.ambioni.ge/tbilisis-zemo-betlemis-macxovris-sobis-tazari.
bobobos 29.05.2021.
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ABOUT MURAL PAINTING OF THE CHURCH

OF UPPER BETHLEHEM
(XXI Century)

Summary

The goal of this paper is to present mural painting of the oldest
church upper Bethlemi. It’s painting performed in the beginning of
XXI Century. The painting was created by artist Basil Zandukeli. He
received his professional education at the Thilisi Academy of Arts
and painted several churches. His painting is related to Georgian
artistic traditions.

As soon as we glance at the painting, the fragments of medieval
Georgian mural painting instantly appear in front of us and when |
mention this only the iconographic schemes | do not keep in mind.
The interior of the superb church is decorated entirely with a carpet-
like painting, where | have already said that traditional norms and
techniques are recognizable and any kind of individual approach are
not required from the artist, neither iconography nor performance.
However, the artist successfully manages to present iconographic
themes have been separated for centuries in a best combined way.
As the artist himself mentions in a private conversation, he was
absolutely free in the process of choosing iconographic program, in
addition to this his consultant was Asmat Okropiridze, Doctor of Arts.

Pantocrator in the dome, “’Platitera“ in the altar vault and below
number of prophets are represented; along the dome there are
medallions, in the centre of altar lancet arch there is a right arm of
the God with babies in it which means the following: “The souls of
the righteous are in the God’s hand®.

The west arm is quite long and features the scenes of the Twelve
Feast Cycle, the other walls are decorated with traditional, canonical
frescoes as well. The purpose of my report is to highlight their
characteristics.
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