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BELARUSIAN STATE THEATRE-1 IN 1920-1930: FOLKLORE
AND ETHNOGRAPHIC STAGE PLAYS[1]

In the early 1920s, Minsk[2] became a center for the consolidation of
the Belarusian people and the revival of national culture. The opening of
the Belarusian State Theatre in Minsk on August 14, 1920 (since 1926 the
BST-1) was a significant event in the Belarusian culture history. From that
moment the Belarusian professional theatre began to form.

For a decade, the artistic supervision of the BST-1 was held by Florian
Zhdanovich([3] (1920-1921), Evstignei Mirovich[4] (1921-1925, 1927-
1931), and Nikolai Popov([5] (1925-1926) in succession. In their turn,
the administering duties of were held by Ales Lyazhnevich[6] (1921-
15.10.1922), Mikhas Gursky[7] (16.10.1922-11.06.1926), Yazep Dyla[8]
(12.06.1926-11.12.1927) and Vyacheslav Selyakh[9] (12.12.1927-1930).

Astheartistic director, Evstignei Mirovich [Eycuiruneit Miposiu], knew
that the BST-1 should focus on creating an original Belarusian repertoire.
Therefore, the stage directorsoonestablished cooperation with playwrights,
dedicating quite a lot of time to the stage adaptation of their texts. Thanks
to his efforts, plays by Mikhas Charot (“On Midsummer”, “Slutsk’s Crow”,
“Mikita’s bast shoe”), Vasily Gorbatsevich (“To the Abyss”, “Wedding”,
“Red Flowers of Belarus”), Nazar Byvaevsky (“Esquire’s footman”), Vasily
Shashalevich (“Dusk”), Mikhail Gromyko (“Skaryna’s son from Polotsk”,
“Above the Neman”), Eugene Romanovich (“Contract or Everything
will be fine”, “Surcharge”, “Bloody raid”, “Bridge”) and Grigory Kobets
(“Guta”). E. Mirovich begins an active study of Belarusian history, culture,
and traditions. These were the times when the policy of Belarusianization
covered all spheres of national and cultural life. Mirovich understood
that as a result of many years of Polonization and Russification, the
Belarusian people, that is, the de facto local population, must rediscover
their native Belarusian culture. Therefore, the main aim of the BST-1
was the educational policy and promotion of national culture. Preference
was given to works based on folklore and folk rituals: “On Midsummer”
[Ha Kymasre] by Mikhas Charot [Mixacs HYapor][10] and “The Wedding”
[Bsicesure] by Vasily Gorbatsevich [Bacins I'ap6auasiu][11]. Mirovich as a
stage director of the first play presented the folk custom of searching for
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fern-flowers, nightly entertainment, and jumping over the bonfire. And
in the second play staging, he reconstructed the wedding ceremony with
a high degree of accuracy. It is known that Mirovich planned to use this
material to revive the Belarusian Batleyka (traditional Belarusian Nativity
puppet show) (ILzTposig, 1963, p. 65).

MikhasCharot’s “OnMidsummer” play (directed by Evstignei Mirovich,
set design by Konstantin Eliseev[12], music by Leonid Markevich[13],
Vladimir Teravsky[14], choreography by Konstantin Aleksyutovich[15];
November 20, 1921) became a significant cultural event in the BST-1’s
history. For the very first time, the stage director worked closely with
the scenographer, composer, and choreographer. Together they created a
synthetic performance in which the word coexisted with singing, music,
and dance. It was the first step towards creating a musical-dramatic show.
According to Zmitrok Byadulya, the result was a “mystery that blooms
in places with the colors of extraordinary mood and poetry” (Bszyiis,
1922, p. 4). The composition and actors’ motion were well thought out
and harmonized with the content of the stage play. The actors skillfully
combined prose with singing. The folk songs used in the staging weren’t
used as a background but were intended to create the main image, that
should build up the appropriate mood and tension. About forty musical
and vocal compositions were written or edited based on Belarusian folk
music exclusively for the play. The audience was strongly impressed
by Belarusian folk costumes, original ornaments, and props: various
agricultural tools collected by Eliseev in an ethnographic expedition to
the Slutsk region. For the first time during two years, the scenography
was not borrowed, transferred from one stage show to another, but made
from scratch for the needs of this exact production. Critics’ reviews were
positive: they emphasized that the theatre has made huge progress.

The play’s action takes place[16] on Midsummer — the shortest night
of the year from 23 to 24 June. According to the legend, a fern blooms
only during this night, and whoever finds this flower will find happiness.
The central plotline of the play is the love between the housemaid Alesya
(Alesya Alexandrovich [Anecs Amexcarmposiu]) and the blacksmith’s son
Andrei (Vladimir Krylovich [Ynagzimip Kpsurosiu]). Alesya and Andrei
are in love with each other since their childhood. Andrew has great
authority among the village youth. Despite his young age, he traveled a
lot and changed several professions: he worked as a carpenter, had the
opportunity to meet different people, gain experience, and learn about
life. However, Midsummer’s night tests the strength of their love. When
Alesya jumps over the fire, the local squire Vladik (Boris Dolsky [Bapsic
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Jonbcki]) catches her. Suddenly he runs out of the trees and joins the fun.
The ambiance of this night is influencing Alesya, who takes the whole
situation to heart. She says: “I am scared so much ‘cause squire caught me...
/ My heart was pounding through my chest... / That strange look in his
eyes, while staring at me...” (Yapor, 1998, p. 247), “Why my heart / aches
and longs” (Hapor, 1998, p. 243). Vladik experiences the same feelings.
Left with Alesya face to face, he confesses: “Only that anxiety / gripped
my trembling heart. /I want to meet her / in the silence of the night. / Let
the heart feel the pain / to remember the days of our past” (Yapor, 1998,
pp- 236-237). The guy is experiencing a strange doubling: on the one hand,
he has long been friends with Yadya (Ekaterina Purovskaya [Kauspsiaa
ITypoycxkas]) — the daughter of a nobleman, he loves her and intends to
marry her, but on the other hand, he’s fascinated by a simple village girl.
Paraska (one of the girls) first tells Alesya (“This is your fiancé, Alesya /
Because he caught you after the bonfire on Midsummer!” [Haport, 1998, p.
232]), and then she tells Vladik about Alesya (“You, oh squire, must now
marry Alesya” [Qapot, 1998, p. 235]), which makes the ambiance more
and more complicated.

A year later, Alesya and Vladik meet each other again on the
midsummer’s day. Alesya’s feelings for the guy cooled down, especially
when she discovered his relationship with his mistress Yadya. But Vladik
himself was looking for a meeting with the girl and for an opportunity
to confess his feelings. Alesya and Andrei are happy, they have already
confessed their love for each other and, unlike others, they don’t need to
spend the night looking for fern-flowers. However, Alesya’s joyful mood
fades away when she discovers that Andrei must run away and hide in
order not to be arrested on suspicion (by the owner of the estate Francis)
that his actions provoked the growth of negative sentiments among the
peasants. To save her beloved one from arrest, Alesya asks Vladik to
intercede for Andrei. After seeing this, Yada decides to get rid of her
competitor: “How dare the housemaid stand in the way of my happiness!
/ How dare she to separate me from loving whom I want! / How dare she
dishonoring my noble family...” (Hapot, 1998, p. 263). She asks Alesya to
go to the river together. Alesya feels the danger and addresses her mistress
following words: “I am scared tonight. / My heart is terrified. / [...] The
death is in my eyes” (Hapor, 1998, p. 262).

The premonitions soon become a reality: during the wreath-laying
ceremony Yadya pushes Alesya into the water and the girl drowns. To
the lord, who is just approaching the river, Yadya says with hysterical
laughter: “I made your flower of happiness to become food for fishes,
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mwahahal” (apor, 1998, p. 263). Unfortunately, help arrives too late
and Alesya can no longer be rescued. During the last scene, the girls lay
wreaths on Alesya’s body, and the fellows carry her home in their arms.
However, on stage, you can hear the roar of the wind, the spine-chilling
cries of birds, and the howl of wild beasts. Thunder is heard, the stage is
illuminated with lightning, and there is darkness at the back of the stage.
Everyone is seized with fear and horror. “The squire’s estate is on fire...”
(Yapor, 1998, p. 265), — the last words of the shepherd Danila (Genrikh
Grigonis [Texpsix I'perronic)).

The performance begins and ends with a midsummer rite. Behind
the curtain, sewn from folk hand-woven towels, the audience can see an
incredible landscape: a forest glade surrounded by old trees and a quiet
streamlet aside. Various creatures: a waterman, a werewolf, a witch, a forest
spirit, and six water nymphs appear in turn from different directions: from
trees, bushes, and the water. The audience is amazed by their appearance
due to the use of scenic effects: the werewolf appears embraced by wind,
the spirit comes out of the burning hollow tree, the waterman comes out
of the splashing water, and the witch appears with a whistle and devilish
laughter. Each creature tells a short story of its life. The stories of water
nymphs shocked the audience the most. They climbed up the willow
tree in the center of the stage, sat on its branches, and sang about their
unfortunate fate of the drowned. When one of the heroes, Danila the
shepherd, appears, the water nympbhs first surround him and then start to
tickle him, trying to get him into their fun. A moment later, youth dressed
in Belarusian costumes run onto the stage with laughter. They came to
celebrate the Midsummer. They light a fire and prepare to jump. On one
side there were girls, and on the other there were guys. The girls were
singing: “Don’t wait, guys. / You have to be brave. / You've only to catch
us. / And then we’ll love you”, and the guys were answering: “Though
the fire burns. / None of you will run away from us. / The one who wants
to catch you / will run to the fire”. Then they sang together: “Let us sing
together, / seek for happiness together” (Yapot, 1998, p. 231).

In the last third act, the girls weave wreaths and then put them into
the water. There is an extremely mysterious atmosphere: the stars are
shining in the sky, there is a light wind, and a melody is heard from afar.
The girls talk about hopes for a better life and dreams of love in their
songs. Then, the village youth goes out into the glade, singing “Oh, early
in the morning on St. John’s Day”. The actors played in such a way that
the audience had a feeling that the rite shown on stage was an authentic
one. The performance of the main actors, Alesya Alexandrovich (Alesya)
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and Boris Dolsky (Vladik) was distinguished by lyricism, sincerity, and
naturalness. The actors wanted to evoke the audience’s sympathy for each
character (Bsgys, 1922, p. 4). First of all to evoke the audience’s sympathy
for Alesya — the gentle, sensitive, and very naive character. She suffers
from her orphanhood and hates the squire’s house, the rooms of which
remind her prison. The audience also likes Vladik, who was fascinated by
the beauty of Alesya and fell in love with her at first sight. Because he is
an illegitimate child of a housemaid and a squire, and as a child, he also
experienced poverty and humiliation, only after the death of his master
inherited his estate. On the one hand, he intends to marry Yadya and
increase his fortune, and on the other, he misses the simple village life.

In parallel with the main folk plotline of the play, there’s a development
of the important social line. It was presented through Andrei’s character,
which tries to resist the oppression of the master, and as a result, plans an
escape. In the scene when the teamster doesn’t allow the guys to take a
short break, Andrei boldly tells him, “Get out, you moron! I will smash
you like a frog!” (Hapot, 1998, p. 245). To support and inspire the young
man, Danila the shepherd tells him a story of a brave peasant who dared
to come out against his landlord, ran into the woods, gathered a squad
of offended in two years, and then began to revenge by setting fire to
the squires’ estates. “A wise story was born about those days: / We need
to look for a flower in the groves by ourselves” (Hapot, 1998, p. 247) —
concluded Danila. These words encouraged Andrei even more, and he
decided: “They stole men’s happiness, / The squires have stolen, what evil
monsters they are... /[...] We've suffered enough... / The ray of hope has
not extinguished. / We’ll look for freedom by ourselves” (Hapor, 1998, p.
247).

Being inspired by the “On Midsummer” success, Mirovich decides to
continue the ethnographic direction and soon stages the “ceremonial image”
in four acts, — Vasily Gorbatsevich’s “The Wedding” (directed by Evstignei
Mirovich, set designer Konstantin Eliseev, composer Leonid Markevich;
June 24, 1922). It was the writing debut of a teacher from the town of
Dukora, who joined the activities of a local drama group (I'ap6arpsiy, 1960,
p- 82), working as an actor (mostly for female characters) and as a director.
The idea of writing the play came to Gorbatsevich in 1915, when he, as a
student of the Minsk Higher Pedagogical School, was forced to evacuate
to Yaroslavl, where he met Maxim Bogdanovich[17] and presented him
with several ceremonial wedding scenes with his classmates. Working as a
teacher, Gorbatsevich was very interested in folk art, collecting songs and
dances. He met Mirovich during rehearsals of the “On Midsummer” play
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and invited him to Dukora to show how local youth celebrate this holiday.
“E. Mirovich called me to him twice during the preparation of the play.
I especially noticed in Mirovich’s charming image that he passionately
admired everything truly folklore. When I showed him the rites of the
Belarusian wedding with the typical wedding songs’ performance, he was
completely captivated. Now when Terovsky was invited, he notated these
songs from my voice. On my second visit to Minsk, I've already had an
opportunity to enjoy the songs performed by a theatrical choir” (Kasexka,
1973, p. 204) remembered Vasil Garbatsevich later. In “The Wedding”, just
like in the “On Midsummer” show, the folklore plotline was twisted with
a civil one. The young and beautiful Gripina (Alesya Alexandrovich) from
a middle-class peasant family is about to marry the kulak’s son Lyavon
(Boris Dolsky). She admired him: “Lyavon always came with such splendor.
Dressed in brand new store-bought clothes, with gold-plated watch chain,
and with colored handkerchief in a breast pocket. And chrome boots with
a squeak” (I'apGarpsiy, 1983, pp. 93-94). However, Gripina’s parents,
Timokh (Vladimir Krylovich) and Matruna, are beginning to doubt the
decision. Timokh recalls gossip about the family of their future son-in-
law: they say that the kulaks built their estate on the misfortunes and
tragedies of the peasants, some of whom lost their jobs without receiving
any salary. Despite this, after much deliberation, they decide to give their
permission for the marriage.

However, during the engagement, the joy of the bride’s parents fades
a bit, when Lyavon asks a foal in addition to the previously discussed
dowry (the best cow, pig, two sheep, and a chest). In aim not to spoil the
happiness of the daughter, the parents agree to Lyavon’s request. However,
the very next day, at the wedding, they change their minds, and the
offended Lyavon leaves the bride’s house during the party. Gripina tries
to reassure her parents, “Leave it, Mom. If he ran away, let him disappear.
It would be better for me to be your helper at home than for Arkhip to
be the one begging for forgiveness” (I'apGarasiu, 1983, p. 92). Her friend
Vasily is trying to help her. Although he is way poorer than Lyavon, he has
feelings for the girl since they were children. Without hesitation, he asks
her parents for Gripina’s hand and immediately receives their consent.
Soon Lyavon returns with his father and, to reduce the conflict, offers
Timokhov’s family a piece of land and five hectares of forest. But when
they discover that Gripina already has a new fiancé, the scandal begins.
Lyavon even tries to kill his opponent. Vasily not only bravely defends
himself but soon begins to defeat Lyavon. As a result, the “uninvited
guests” were kicked away, and one of the local women joyfully shouts:
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“The Tsar was dethroned!!” (I'ap6amasiu, 1983, p. 101).

When preparing “The Wedding”, asin the case of the “On Midsummer”
play, Mirovich tried to show the beauty and uniqueness of the wedding
ceremony, in which every Belarusian took part at least once in his life:
either as a direct participant, or at least as a guest. That’s why the stage
director tried to make each scene authentic, instantly recognizable to
the audience. When the work was finished, Mirovich proudly said: “You
will find such a Paraska [one of the participants of the ceremony] in any
village” (TILarposiy, 1963, p. 47).

The action of “The Wedding” takes place during two days (engagement
day and wedding ceremony day). Every character of the play is dressed
in Belarusian national costume. The director focused on several critical
scenes: the bride mourns her virginity; the parents of the bride and groom
discuss the dowry with the matchmakers; the bride asks her parents the
permission to marry; the groom prepares for family life; the bride is carried
across the threshold; wedding loaf competition; bride ransom, and giving
gifts. All this is accompanied by folk ritual songs and dances, including
quadrille, Yurka and miatselitsa (“blizzard”) are performed.

Before the groom arrives, Gripina says goodbye to her family,
addressing her mother the following song: “Oh, my mother, / you let me
go away, but you don’t know / what my husband will be like”. At the
engagement, women sing to the groom: “God gave Lyavon three gifts.
/ The first gift is a gold ring God gave him, / The second gift is a silk
handkerchief God gave him. / The third gift is the young Gripina God
gave him” (I'ap6amasiy, 1983, p. 67). In the mourning for a young girl’s
life scene, one group of women sings: “Young Gripina, / All yours is over.
/ Girl’s games, / Boy’s jokes. / No more living with your mommy. / No
more living with your mommy / No more wreaths weaving, / No more
wreaths weaving / No more dances to dance, / No more dances to dance, /
You’ve got to go to serve your mother-in-law” (I'apGarpsiu, 1983, p. 69),
other continue: “Gripina went to tie the knot, / Forgot her shawl. / Oh
mother, give her comb, / Give her comb to braids before tying the knot”
(Tap6auaBsiy, 1983, p. 69). Then women cut the groom’s hair three times
saying: “No more being unattached, / The time to make a nest has come, /
The time to make a nest has come, / To give birth to babies” (l'ap6auasiy,
1983, p. 77). During the development of the plot, folk ritual songs are
mixed with Belarusian folk songs of similar topics.

Acts I, III, and IV take place in the bride’s house, while the second
is in the groom’s house. The social difference between the two families
is reflected in the scenography (BJAMJIIM, p. 1). Konstantin Eliseev

57



showed one of the most important rooms of a peasant house —a “sviatlitsa”
(a drawing room). On the left, there is a threshold and a furnace, near the
furnace there are poker, a shovel, and a broom. There is a bench along
the wall, on the right, there’s a shelf with the icon, decorated with an
embroidered towel and bouquets of ears of corn and herbs sanctified in
a church. Nearby there is a table covered with a white tablecloth and
wooden chairs. Bread and salt are on the table. The groom’s room is
furnished with rather expensive and pompous furniture of various styles.
At the back of the room, there is a bed with pillows and a duvet, covered
with an oriental-style blanket, a wardrobe, a sideboard, an ottoman, and
a dressing table with a mirror. On the sides, there are a floor clock, a
gramophone, and a piano. A table with chairs and a stand for flowers
are in the center of the room. Belarusian researchers Uladzimir Niafiod,
Sergey Petrovich and Alexander Butakov unanimously claimed that all
the efforts of the playwright, director and actors were aimed exclusively
at showing the ceremony’s “luxury and splendor” (Byrakos, 1957, p. 23),
but the play “did not have any significant, creatively original characters”
(Hadén, 1970, p. 21) and references to current [social] issues. The reason
for such an opinion was, first and foremost, the inability of researchers to
read the text of the play, which was considered lost for many years.

The groom’s uncle Anton (Genrikh Grigonis) is an expressive image
of the play. Anton is a wise man who understands life. He performs
his function of a matchmaker very responsibly and at the proper level.
When entering the bride’s house, he immediately draws attention to
himself, saying to the owner: “When I was over you last summer, I saw
a beautiful flower. I would like you not to sell it to me, but give it as a
gift” (Fapbauasiv, 1983, p. 63). It is clear that it is he who gives rhythm to
the whole action: begins a dialogue with all the characters, telling what
they should do; from time to time jokes towards the household’s head or
guests; shares tips about family life; dancing and singing. When he saw
that the events were getting out of control, Anton immediately took the
initiative, saying: “...let’s do everything according to the customs of our
grandfathers” (I'apGarpsiu, 1983, p. 68). Taking a clear position in life,
Anton is not afraid to speak the truth out loud. Alone with Timokh, he
tries not only to make him feel ashamed of agreeing with Arkhip but also
tries to dissuade him from the idea of marrying his daughter to Lyavon:
“Apparently your daughter didn’t like him that much. And why not do the
following: to give the full right to Gripina to decide on her fate. If there’ll
be a big-hearted young man and not the ‘fat-cat’ one. [...] If she won’t
stop it now, she will regret it later, but it will be too late” (I'ap6auasiy,
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1983, p. 70).

He suggests Timokh think about the candidacy of Vasily Drozga,
who’s been in love with Gripina for a long time, and suffers greatly from
her future marriage. Noticing that Arkhip and Zosia intend to use their
future daughter-in-law only as a servant (“We’ve no free bread. Let her
know that her mother-in-law is not her mother, and her father-in-law is
not her father” [Tap6aupsig, 1983, p. 71], — says Zosya) Anton comes clean
without hesitation: “Is it necessary to have great education to see how a
person gradually turns from a skinny larva into a fat bedbug? [...] You
only command and count the profits” (Tap6auasiu, 1983, pp. 72-73).

And when Semyon — the Arkhip’s son, blames the turncoats, Anton
finds the courage to say “Clever people told us that there are two Russias:
the first is the Russia of the tsar, the capitalists, and the landlords; and the
second is the workman’s Russia. We won’t go for the scaffold in the name
of your Russia” (T'ap6auasiy, 1983, p. 76). When everything happens the
way he wanted, Vasily is happy to tell Arkhip: “You know, Uncle Arkhip,
no trick will help you. History has judged you”. Following his example,
Anton adds “...your time is over. Our time has come” (I'ap6arasiy, 1983,
p. 101). This fragment refers to pre-war history, which is essential for this
staging.

Summing up, it should be noted that these two performances occupy
an important place in the history of Belarusian State Theatre-1. They were
very popular compared to other performances of the theatre. First, they
combined two important elements: a melodrama with Belarusian folklore.
Secondly, they referred to the Belarusian tradition and culture. Thirdly,
they showed the beauty of Belarusian nature, songs and folk costumes. It
caused that the audience felt the community, belonging to a long-standing
culture and tradition, and also experienced catharsis.

[1] The article was written on the occasion of the 100th Yanka Kupala Belarusian
National Academic Theatre (formerly: Belarusian State Theatre-1).

[2] According to the 1922 census, 102,375 people lived in Minsk: 34% Belarusians,
47% Jews, 9% Russians, 5.5% Poles, and 4% Lithuanians, Latvians, Ukrainians,
and Tatars. and the Germans. Compared to the 1897 census, the number of
Belarusians increased significantly, while the number of Russians and Poles
decreased. Then Belarusians made up 9%, Russians — 25%, and Poles — 11.5%
(Pesynsrarst mepemucu B Muscke [Census results in Minsk], «3Basza»
18.01.1923, No 14, c. 3).

[3] Florian Zhdanovich (1884-1937) — actor and director. After graduating from
the theatre school in Warsaw (1902), Zhdanovich worked with Polish troupes
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for several years. Then he returned to Minsk (1907), where he began to plan
the organization of a Belarusian theatre troupe. Before the revolution he
popularized Belarusian literature, reading poems by modern Belarusian poets
in the Houses of Culture. In 1913 he created a theatrical ensemble, which
included Belarusians and Poles. This band staged Yanka Kupala’s “Paulinka”
(August 15, 1913) in Radashkovichi. Later, in 1917, Zhdanovich was forced
to leave Belarus. In 1917-1920 — artistic director of the First Fellowship of
Belarusian Drama and Comedy (TBDiK-1), in 1920-1929 — actor and director
of the Belarusian Workers’ Theater (Minsk). In 1930 he was arrested and
sentenced to 5 years in prison. From 1933 he lived in Saratov, where he
worked as a director. In 1937 he was arrested again and sentenced to death.

[4] Evstignei Mirovich (original — Dunaev, 1878-1952) is an actor, director and
playwright. He was born in St. Petersburg, but his parents come from the
town of Rezhitsa in Vitebsk province. That’s why he has interest in Belarusian
history and culture. In 1921-1925, 1927-1931, 1941-1945 - artistic director
of BST-1, 1932-1935 - artistic directors of the Theater of Working Youth
(Gomel), 1937-1941. — artistic director of the Theater for Young Spectators
(Minsk), 1945-1952 — dean of the acting faculty of the Belarusian State Theater
Institute (Minsk). In 1938-1941 — head of the Acting School (Minsk).

[5] Nikolai Popov (1871-1949) was a director and playwright. 1902-1907 — artistic
director of the People’s Theater in St. Petersburg. 1907-1910 and 1929-
1934 — director of the Maly Theater (Moscow). He collaborated with the V.
Komisarzhevskaya Theater and the Bolshoi Theater.

[6] Ales Lyazhnevich (1890-1937) — Belarusian playwright and theatrical figure. In
1922-1926 in Moscow, director of the Belarusian theatre studio, then worked
as an inspector of the People’s Commissariat of Arts of the BSSR. In 1930 he
was arrested, and in 1937 — shot.

[7] Mikhas Gursky (1890 — after 1960) — theatrical figure, editor. In 1910-13 he
studied at Vilnius University. In 1914-18 he served in the Russian army. 1922-
1926 Director of BST-1. In 1929-30 he worked at the Academy of Sciences of
the BSSR. He was arrested in 1930 and in 1931 he was sent to Gulag for 5
years.

[8] Yazep Dyla (1880-1973) — Belarusian writer, public and cultural figure. Dyla
was the head of Inbelkult (1922-1925). From April 1925 till October 1926 he
was the director of the BST-1. From October 1926 to 1928 — again works in
Inbelkult. Arrested by the GPU on 1930, and later he was exiled to the Gulag
for 5 years. Then he lived in Saratov. On August 22, 1938, he was arrested
again (on March 10, 1939, the proceedings were stopped). Rehabilitated on
November 15, 1957. Because he was forbidden to return to Belarus he lived
in Saratov.

[9] Vyacheslav Selyakh (directed by Selyakh-Kachansky, 1885-1976) was a
theatrical figure and soloist of the opera. A graduate of the Teachers’ Seminary
(1905, Molodechno) and the Conservatory (1915, St. Petersburg). Soloist of
the Mariinsky Theater (1915-1924). Head of the music section of the IBK
(1924-1928). Teacher of singing at the Music College (1924-1927). He staged
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“The Mermaid” by Alexander Dargomyzhsky (May 14, 1927, BST-1), played
one of the roles in the opera. In 1944 he emigrated and popularized Belarusian
music — first in Berlin, then in the United States. He wrote music for poems
by Belarusian authors, including Yanka Kupala, Kanstantsia Builo and Tsishka
Hartny (Z. Zhylunovich).

[10] Mikhas Charot (original — Kudzielka, 1896-1937) — poeta, dramatopisarz,
dziatacz kulturalno-spoteczny. Po ukonczeniu Teachers’ Seminary
(Molodechno, 1917) pracowat w dzienniku “Sawieckaja Biatorus” (1920-1929;
od 1925 jako gtéwny redaktor). Jeden z zatozycielo i kierownikéw literary
association “Maladnyak” (od 1923). Aresztowany (24.01.1937) i wkrétce
rozstrzelany.

[11] Vasily Gorbatsevich (1895-1885) — Belarusian playwright, memoirist, teacher.
One of the founders of Belarusian Soviet drama. Author of several plays that
were successfully performed on the Belarusian stage.

[12] Konstantin Eliseev (1890-1968) — Russian Soviet graphic artist, theater and
film artist. Drew cartoons on political and everyday topics for Moscow
newspapers. He has worked in many theaters in Russia and Belarus as a set
designer.

[13] Leanid Markevich (1896-1980) was a composer and conductor, in 1921-1928
— an orchestra conductor in BST-1.

[14] Vladimir Teravsky (1871-1938) — composer. In 1914 he founded one of the
first Belarusian choirs in Minsk, reorganized into the Belarusian National
Choir, which performed throughout the country. In 1920-1930. — Chief
choirmaster of BST-1. The author (together with Leanid Markevich) of music
for BST-1 performances. In 1930 he was fired from the theater, in 1938 he was
arrested and shot.

[15] Konstantin Aleksyutovich (1884-1943) — choreographer. Graduate of the St.
Petersburg Ballet School (1906). In 1921-1925 — choreographer BST-1 (staged
dances, games, rituals in performances). Collaborated with the theatre group
of Vladislav Golubok. In 1930-1937 he was a choreographer of the Theater
of Working Youth (TRAM). In 1937-1941 he was a choreographer of the
Belarusian Philharmonic.

[16] For a long time, the text of the drama was considered lost, and the author
of the history of BST-1 U. Niafiod gave a short summary of the play from
the words of eyewitnesses who already poorly remembered it. Hence the
misinterpretation of both the entire play and individual scenes. (Y. Hadéz,
Benapycxki gasgpxxayust Toatp, [In:] Ticropsrs Genapyckara Toatpa, T. 2: Taatp
caBenkau amoxi: 1917-1945, Miunck 1985, c. 63-64).

[17] Maxim Bogdanovich (1891-1917) was a Belarusian poet, journalist, translator,
literary critic and historian of literature. He is considered as one of the
founders of the modern Belarusian.
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THEATRE STUDIES

Maka (Marina) Vasadze,

Doctor of Arts,

Associate professor at

Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University

GERMAN EXPRESSIONISTIC DRAMATURGY IN KOTE
MARJANISHVILI’S THEATRICAL ARTS

Summary

By the 20s of XX century the expressionistic direction covered many
areas of art, including the recently appeared cinema art, but it was more
popular in German theatrical art. Expressionistic theatre is characterized by:
expressing the ideas directly, abstract characters who are carriers of social
functions. In dramaturgy, a person has become an addition to the profession
chosen by himself’herself. A large place in the work of expressionists was
given to the unconscious, the loss of inner integrity of a person, double
personality. Features of expressionistic dramatic art are similar to intellectual
drama, a certain thesis, an idea is given and an action spreads around it, there
are no individual characters. For the German Expressionists the theater was
a kind of “spiritual brotherhood” and the spectators were involved in this
brotherhood as well. By this they sought to confront the theater to alienation
and hostility existing in society.

Marjanishvili returned to Georgia in 1922. He was asked to lead the
Russian troupe and he agreed. “Fate” turned out to be decisive for the
Georgian theater and Marjanishvili. The condition of the Georgian theater at
that time was extremely hopeless. There were talks about closing the theater,
creating a studio, etc. Marjanishvili was asked to stage a performance with
a Georgian troupe. At first he refused, then he suddenly agreed and the issue
of the existence or non-existence of the Georgian theatre was postponed until
the premiere.

Thanks to Mardjanishvili, the history of the modern Georgian theater
begins on November 25, 1922 with Lope de Vega’s The Sheep Well (Fuente
Ovejuna) staged by Marjanishvili. This fact is recognized by everyone.

Throughout his creative career Kote Marjanishvili constantly searched
for new theatrical forms and techniques. Therefore, it is not surprising that
he not only staged works of expressionist playwrights first at the Rustaveli
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Theatre, and then at the Marjanishvili Theater, but he also used expressionist
techniques of performance, scenographic searches in combination with
traditional Georgian theatre art. During the 1923-24 season, he, as artistic
director, invited Mikheil Koreli and Sandro (Alexander) Akhmeteli
as directors to the Rustaveli Theater and began working with them on
plays by German expressionist playwrights: Franz Werfel’s Mirror-Man
(Spiegelmensch, 1920), Georg Kaiser’s From Mom to Midnight (Von
Morgens bis Mitternachts, 1916), Gas, Emst Toller’s Man and the Masses
(Masse Mensch, 1921).

Marjanishvili staged plays of different genres or forms. Most importantly,
he never stopped at what he once found. He was a director in constant search.
For example, he staged Toller’s plays in different theatrical forms. The form
found in the Man and the masses was no longer used in Hoppla, We’re
Alive! Afterwords, massive-monumental theatrical forms or techniques were
developed by his disciple Sandro Akhmeteli in his performances.

Marjanishvili was the first who used cinematic techniques in Georgian
theater: montage, close-up, distribution of action simultaneously on different
plans of a stage space, etc. And in 1928, in Toller’s Hoppla, We’re Alive! He
used directly film projection. Expelled from the Rustaveli theatre Marjanishvili
opened the Kutaisi-Batumi Theatre (the second Georgian theatre, later named
after Marjanishvili) with this performance.

Maia Kiknadze,

Doctor of Arts,

Associate professor at

Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University

THE FOLKS SHOWS BY SANDRO AKHMETELI
(According to the notes of the rehearsals of
“Berikaoba” and “Kvachi”)

Summary

In the diverse creation of Sandro Akhmeteli, director’s interest towards
the folk shows and attempt to master the forms of Theater of Masks are
especially noteworthy.

Akhmeteli believed that using the masks in the folk shows should
promote settling the depictive diversity of new forms and theatric esthetics.
In this sense, working on interpretations of “Kvachi Kvachantiradze” and
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“Berikaoba” in the Rustaveli Theater was some kind of novelty.

Staging of novel “Kvachi Kvachantiradze” by Mikheil Javakhishvili was
considered for the season of 1927-28. Besides staging (staging by Shalva
Dadiani) small independent scenes was written by Akhmeteli’s order:
“Intermedia Harlequinade”, which should be added into the play. In the
scenes of “Harlequinade” famous folk characters were participating.

According to the folk show tradition, folk songs, dances, folk instruments
should be used in the play (composer — Iona Tuskia). Working on the sketches
of the masks was under attention (artist — Irakli Gamrekeli).

Unfortunately, premiere of Kvachi couldn’t be held, but Akhmeteli was
constantly thinking about the Theater of Masks.

Several years after unsuccessful attempt of Kvachi, Akhmeteli returned
to the working on the Theater of Masks. He added original play Berikaoba
into the repertoire of the Rustaveli Theater, which was completely built on
folk shows. We still find Georgian masks in here, famous faces from the folk
legends (Kosa, Lier, Tsngala, Gogona, Giant, etc.).

During staging Berikaoba, the director had to resolve two major issues,
coming from the characteristics of traditional Berikaoba. The first was
arranging scenic space, another one — involvement of spectators in the play.
Akhmeteli couldn’t manage finishing the play. Unfortunately, both plays
stayed unfinished (nowadays, it is hard to speak about the reasons), and
director’s dream to create the Theater of Masks remained unfulfilled.

Rehearsal notes are staled about the play working process, where
Akhemeteli’s working style, his attitude to the mask-characters, their
characteristics is seen.

In the process of seeking national theatric forms, Akhmeteli wanted to
assimilate old theatric traditions, revival and modernizing of folk theatric
forms and, merger with new theatric forms and diversification of theatric
esthetics.
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Summary

The depth of genius of “Hamlet”, its encompassing of an infinitely wide
range of mankind’s most pressing issues, its in-depth psychological
analysis and, of course, the artistic perfection of the tragedy as a whole,
all warrant the play a special place amongst the most valuable works of
world literature.

“Hamlet” evokes particular interest not only because of the psychological
depth of its central problem and the universality of its character, or the
primary artistic value of the work, but also due to the significance of
this tragedy in Shakespeare’s spiritual development. In none of his other
works can you find as much wealth of subjective elements and personal,
autobiographical characteristics.

When discussing the primary source for “Hamlet”, we encounter many
fundamental differences, which are disscussed in the second chapter.
Finally, observing the characteristics of Hamlet in his own contemporaries,
Shakespeare was by no means an impartial and ordinary spectator of these
events: He felt in his heart Hamlet’s frustration with life, he shed tears
weeping over shattered ideals, he experienced the torment of thoughts
powerless in the face of the enigma of human existence.
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BELARUSIAN STATE THEATRE-1 IN 1920-1930: FOLKLORE
AND ETHNOGRAPHIC STAGE PLAYS

Summary

The research of the article focuses on the activities of Belarusian State
Theatre-1 in the 1920s. It was the period when the first state theater was
established, and also the repertoire was shaped. The artistic director of the
ensemble, Evstignei Mirovich, proposed a program that, on the one hand, was
to help the actors to improve their skills, and on the other hand, to make the
theater an important place of urban life. An important place in the repertoire
is occupied by folklore and ethnographic performances: “On Midsummer”
by Mikhas Charot and “The Wedding” by Vasily Gorbatsevich. With the help
of text, photos from the performance and reviews, the author reconstructs
these two performances.
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Summary

Reformer of Georgian theater Alexander Akhmeteli was dreaming
about creating “Georgian National Theater”. He set this goal even before
joining theater as a director. He was writing: “Nothing can save us from
degradation, except national art and also national the-ater, we have had
own theater and I hope we will have it in future”.

In terms of “our theater” director meant folk improvised mask theater —
Berikaoba, which had Georgian temperament and rhythm. Establishment
of this kind of theater would be impossible without national dramaturgy.
“Lamara” by Gr. Robakidze turned out to be that kind of literature material,
based on which Akhmeteli could stage one of his masterpieces. Play based
on mythical story was turned into the heroical-romantic show by the
director, which eventually become a monument of Georgian intangible
culture. Akhmeteli considered, that besides the language, national form
should be manifested in rhythm and temperament, transmitting motion,
speech or other nuances of inner world of human. National original
and folk music, songs, dances, rituals were significantly used in the play
“Lamara”. Play was followed by mixed reactions of society. Partial society
was blaming director in obsession with folklore, striving for exoticism,
nationalism and formalism. Eventually, in spite of great success in
Moscow (Rustaveli theater was awarded with I degree diploma on Union
Olympiad) play was removed from the repertoire, director was moved off
from the theater, after he was arrested and finally executed.
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DANCE NARRATIVE OF DRAMATURGY
Summary

The oldest form of ,,prayer “is dance, because, I think, physical movement,
plasticity is an older language than verbal expression. Man imitates nature
and I think Aristotle’s thought on the theme of the imitates is still relevant
today and has not lost its essence and meaning. Such an imitates was first
performed by man in ritual dances. Folk dances of any nation, classic or
modern ballet or chorea-drama, are more or less based on ritual forms.

The story, conveyed through dance ... narrative visually. A libretto
based on a literary or dramatic work, based on precise forms of expression
and emotion / impression, accompanied by dance and music, allows us to
perceive, analyze and feel.

Among them, it is a fact that William Shakespeare’s dramaturgy,
remarkably ,,adapted “and merged theatrical performances in the language
of ballet or dance.

It is noteworthy that the choreographers conveyed the tragic or loving
emotion expressed in the playwright’s work with amazing physical movement,
body language — dance.

It is noteworthy that the choreographers conveyed the tragic or loving
emotion expressed in the playwright’s work with amazing physical movement,
body language — dance.

The ballet “Othello”, based on the tragedy of William Shakespeare,
entered the world ballet history as one of the genius performances.
Choreographer: Vakhtang Chabukiani, Author of the libretto Vakhtang
Chabukiani, I. Gelovani, Stars: Vakhtang Chabukiani, Vera Tsignadze, Zura
Kikaleishvili and others.

The ballet ,,Othello* became the peak of Vakhtang Chabukiani’s work
and the Moorish dance created. performed by Chabukiani is especially
memorable. Othello did not move from the place, but danced. His beautiful,
tanned, strong body, whole being, every muscle conveyed to us Othello
happiness, the bliss of the soul. Watching this particular scene is reminiscent
of the ancient Egyptian or dervish circle. This movement of Chabukiani
merges not only with the character and emotion of his character — Othello —
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but also, as if creating a sacred arc connecting the earth and the sky, the earth
and the cosmos.

Vakhtang  Chabukiani  presented the  ballet performance
,Hamlet“(composer Revaz Gabichvadze) based on Shakespeare’s play of the
same name with completely different choreographic accents and completely
new outlines.

Ballet ,,Hamlet“was the last big performance performed by Chabukiani
on the stage of the Thbilisi Opera and Ballet Theater (premiere took place on
May 11, 1971).

In the beginning sincere joy is expressed in a dynamic endless dance
by Hamlet. But, when meeting the mother / queen, her movements slowly
become petrified. Hamlet’s variations and duet-dialogues with Hertrude are
built on the most difficult dance techniques ... Dingy, spinning in poses and
moving on stage expresses bitter thoughts and trembling of the soul. And as
an explosion of anger and pain.

Thus, the fact is that the story can be conveyed by the artist in such a way
that his verbal act is only music, the rest: body, facial expressions, posture
and movement, emotional, impressive narrative, return to the original source
called ritual that conquers the hall and sends that feeling again Dancers on
stage.
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NATIONAL ICONOGRAPHICAL TOPICS IN PAINTING
TBILISI HOLY TRINITY CHURCH BY LONGO

Summary

The situation in Georgia changed dramatically in the XIX century, when
Georgia was outside province of Russia. And Georgians were under Russians
oppressing. Georgian traditional art has also disappeared. Mikheil (Gobron)
Sabinini appeared in Georgia at that time. He collected works of old Georgian
art and wrote the book “Georgian Paradise”.

Italian artist Ludwig Longo worked in Tbilisi at the turn of the XIX-XXth
century. He painted the Holy Trinity Church and was guided by Sabinin’s
book “Georgian Paradise”.

The goal this paper is to present the results of study how actively resources
collected by Sabinini.
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Summary

This paper discusses such an irreplaceable character in opera as — a
Conductor. Even when this profession did not exist, the composer combined
this function. Without a conductor, it is practically impossible to bring such a
large and multi-component organism as opera art, into a single synchronous
system.

The primary source of the conductor’s work is a partitura. The opera
partitura is a joint work of art by the composer and the librettist, which
reflects the story, the idea, the emotion that the authors wanted to convey.
The librettist conveys the story, the idea, the emotion through words, and the
composer through notes. It is with the study of partitura that the conductor
begins to work on an opera performance. The conductor must have absolute
hearing, memory, a sense of musical form and ensemble, expressive, clear
hands and what is most important a sense of tempo-rhythm. The tempo-
rhythm of the play depends entirely on this feeling of the conductor.

Tempo-rhythm is also crucial for a dramatic performance, but no
matter how accurately the director has arranged the play, the rhythm of the
performance is in the hands of the actor. In an opera performance, these reins
are held by the conductor. If the director’s main mission in the Drama and
Opera Theater (main and not total mission) ends on the day of the premiere,
the conductor manages the whole process of the performance. If the director
can only track the performance from backstage, the conductor, along with the
orchestra, choir and soloists, is the direct participant, performer and leader of
the process that takes place on the stage.
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“FOREST QUARTET” - “VILLAGE BUILDERS” A PECULIAR
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Summary

Transformation of a piece of literature to another field requires a new
visual effect. It is a double challenge to make an artistic impact on the viewer
and the reader in case of screening. In addition the popularity of the literature
piece makes it even more complicated.

Merab Saralidze’s “Forest Quartet” is not inferior to the first source
(“Village Builders”) in terms of artistic value. The director also appeared as a
worthy successor of Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani’s literature creation, obviously
in another field of art — cinema.

A large workload in cinematography is based on vision, a plastic solution,
although the story and musical elements are also very important.

In “Forest Quartet” there is a great and I think one of the main functions
in the lyrics and music, which helps the personages to open the gallery
of characters in front of the audience. There are remarkable elements of
Georgian choreographic culture used in the animation which clearly and
distinctly describe Georgian folk wonders. The flexibility and plasticity of
the characters astonish the audience.

Merab Saralidze’s animation the artistic screen character is represented in
movement and change and development takes place in front of and presence
of the audience. The audience is a direct witness of opening all the stages of
the idea of the film.

The rooster has the central part. The authors have created ambitious,
self-confident, careless and frivolous type of character. With short phrases,
convincing voice and arrogant, commanding manners he obviously reminds
us of transonic and idler people who took the eloquence for their main
profession.

Each movement, action, emotion of the animals resemble human and
impact on the audience as a human.

Merab Salaridze has not changed the basic idea of the literary work. His
attitude towards the characters is clearly visible in the final of the animation.
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He criticises and punishes the liars and traitors like Sulkhan-Saba, opposes
laziness and indifference attitude towards work.

It is noteworthy that Merab Saralidze “removed” only what is spectacular
from the literature and opened up a colourful and picturesque atmosphere in
front of the audience, which teaches us to be smart, gives us lessons and
advices. There is the same heartbeat in this film as might beseem for Sulkhan-
Saba.
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